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SUBJECT:EVANS AND NOVAK ARTICLE ON WARNKE 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF ROWLAND EVANS AND ROBERT NOVAK ARTICLE 
ENTITLED "COMPLAINTS ABOUT WARNKE," PUBLISHED IN FEB. 15 
WASHINGTON POST: 

PAUL WARNKE'S WHITE HOUSE STATUS, JUST ONE YEAR AFTER PRES- 
IDENT CARTER FORCED HIS CONFIRMATION AS CHIEF DISARMAMENT 
NEGOTIATOR THROUGH A RELUCTANT SENATE, DROPPED SO LOW THE 
LAST WEEKEND OF JANUARY THAT HIS FUTURE ROLE SEEMS CLOUDED. 
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WARNKE OUTRAGED THE PRESIDENT S MEN WHEN HIS ARMS CONTROL 
AND DISARMAMENT AGENCY (ACDA) LEAKED TO THE PRESS ITS OP- 
POSITION TO SELLING 60 F-15 WARPLANES TO SAUDI ARABIA— 

A TRANSACTION DEEMED CRITICALLY IMPORTANT BY CARTER. IN 
RESPONSE, THE WHITE HOUSE THAT WEEKEND SUBJECTED WARNKE 
AND HIS KEY LIEUTENANTS TO TREATMENT CALCULATED, IN THE 
WORDS OF ONE SENIOR CARTER AIDE, "TO MAKE LIFE MISERABLE 
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FOR THEM." 

BEYOND THE F-15 DEAL, THE WHITE HOUSE IS NOT HAPPY WITH 
WARNKE AS PUBLIC ADVOCATE FOR THE SALT II AGREEMENT HE IS 
NEGOTIATING WITH THE SOVIET UNION. LESS CLEARLY, THE DIS- 
SATISFACTION EXTENDS TO WARNKE'S ACTUAL NEGOTIATING PER- 
FORMANCE, INCLUDING FEARS HE MAY BE MAKING TOO MANY CON- 
CESSIONS. MOST REMARKABLE IS THE WHITE HOUSE DESIRE TO 
REVEAL OVERALL COMPLAINTS ABOUT WARNKE, AN EARLY CARTER 
SUPPORTER AND LONGTIME STALWART IN THE ARMS-CONTROL COM- 
MUNITY. 

THE DISSATISFACTION CRY, ST AT ,17, ED IN THE ISSUE OF PLANES TO 
SAUDI ARABIA, BECAUSE THAT QUESTION IS PERCEIVED WITHIN 
THE WHITE HOUSE AS A TEST CASE OF WHETHER THE PRESIDENT 
CAN SET HIS OWN MIDEAST POLICY WITHOUT ISRAEL S VETO. THE 
STATE DEPARTMENT, PENTAGON AND NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
JOIN THE PRESIDENT IN SUPPORTING JETS FOR THE SAUDIS. 

ONLY WARNKE'S ACDA BACKS ISRAEL S POSITION. 

TAKING THIS STAND IN PRIVATE IS ONE THING; AIRING IT IN 
PUBLIC IS QUITE ANOTHER. OTHER ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS 
BLAMED ACDA FOR A WASHINGTON POST REPORT LAST SEPTEMBER 
REVEALING THE AGENCY'S OPPOSITION TO THE F-15 DEAL. THE 
WASHINGTON STAR REVEALED JAN. 28 THAT A WARNKE LETTER TO 
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SECRETARY OF STATE CYRUS VANCE OPPOSING THE SALE HAD BEEN 
LEAKED TO CONGRESSIONAL FRIENDS OF ISRAEL. 

THAT GUARANTEED A TROUBLED WEEKEND AT THE WHITE HOUSE AND 
EVEN MORE SO AT ACDA. AFTER ONE YEAR AS PRESIDENTIAL 
PRESS SECRETARY, JODY POWELL HAS LEARNED THE FUTILITY OF 
TRACKING DOWN LEAKS. BUT HE WAS CERTAIN THE LEAK CAME 
FROM ACDA, PROBABLY SANCTIONED BY ITS DIRECTOR. POWELL, 

AN AIR FORCE ACADEMY CADET WHEN WARNKE WAS A SENIOR DE- 
FENSE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL IN THE JOHNSON ADMINISTRATION, 
PERFORMED HIS VERSION OF THE CHINESE WATER TORTURE. 

POWELL PLACED THREE TELEPHONE CALLS TO WARNKE IN GENEVA 
(SCENE OF THE ARMS TALKS) AND SIX CALLS TO OTHER ACDA 
OFFICIALS IN WASHINGTON. OF ALL THOSE CALLS SPACED OVER 
THE WEEKEND OF JAN. 28-29, NOT ONE MENTIONED WARNKE'S 
LEAKED LETTER. INSTEAD, THE ACDA OFFICIALS WERE ORDERED 
TO SUPPLY THE WHITE HOUSE IMMEDIATELY WITH ALL MANNER OF 
INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTS ON THE F-15 TRANSACTION. 

"IF THEY WERE GOING TO SPOIL MY WEEKEND," POWELL LATER 
TOLD A FRIEND."! SURE WAS GOING TO SPOIL THEIRS. THE 
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ONLY DIFFERENCE WAS I COULD DO IT FROM HOME, WHILE THEY 
HAD TO GO DOWN TO THE OFFICE." APART FROM HAVING THEIR 
WEEKENDS DISRUPTED, WARNKE AND HIS LIEUTENANTS COULD 
SCARCELY HAVE FAILED TO CONNECT THE WHITE HOUSE HARASS- 
MENT WITH THE F- 1 5 LEAK. 

THIS IS REMARKABLE TREATMENT FOR WARNKE, A WASHINGTON 
SUPERLAWYER WHOM THE PRESIDENT INSISTED ON AS CHIEF SALT 
NEGOTIATOR DESPITE PROTEST FROM DEFENSE-ORIENTED DEMO- 
CRATS. IT COULD ONLY HAVE HAPPENED IF POWELL'S DIS 
PLEASURE WAS SHARED WITHIN THE OVAL OFFICE ITSELF. 

FACING AN UPHILL BATTLE TO RATIFY A WARNKE-NEGOTIATED 
SALT II AGREEMENT, WHITE HOUSE STRATEGISTS WINCE AT THE 
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IMPERIOUS WARNKE'S SELLING THE TREATY TO CONGRESS. THEY 
ALSO GRUMBLE THAT WARNKE HAS STACKED ACDA WITH PILLARS 
OF THE ARMS-CONTROL COMMUNITY, LACKINGEVEN A FEW GOOD 
OLD BOYS WHO MIGHT HELP ON CAPITOL HILL. 

WHETHER THE PRESIDENT HIMSELF IS DISPLEASED WITH WARNKE'S 
PERFORMANCE AS NEGOTIATOR IS UNCLEAR. BUT THERE IS NO 
QUESTION ABOUT FEELING ON THE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
STAFF THAT WARNKE IS A LITTLE TOO SOFT. WARNKE HAS 
DEVIATED FROM ADMINISTRATION DOCTRINE BY CLAIMING U.S. 
STRATEGIC SUPERIORITY AND DENYING THE VULNERABILITY OF 
MINUTEMAN MISSILES. 

SYMBOLIC OF WARNKE'S DECLINE IS THE ADMINISTRATION'S 
DECISION TO SUSPEND WARNKE-LED NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE 
SOVIET UNION OVER NAVAL LIMITATIONS IN THE INDIAN OCEAN. 
WARNKE HAD ADVOCATED VOLUNTARILY ABANDONING USE OF THE 
DIEGO GARCIA BASE IN RETURN FOR THE RUSSIANS' BEING 
EJECTED FROM BERBERA IN SOMALIA, AMIDST ESCALATING 
SOVIET MILITARY INVOLVEMENT IN THE HORN OF AFRICA. 

JIMMY CARTER DOES NOT PUBLICLY CRITICIZE OFFICIALS, 

MUCH LESS PUBLICLY REGRET THEIR APPOINTMENT. BUT THE 
ELABORATE HARASSMENT CONTRIVED BY JODY POWELL SHOULD 
MAKE WARNKE WONDER WHETHER THERE ARE SECOND THOUGHTS 
ABOUT HIM IN THE WHITE HOUSE. VANCE 
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